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The Complement System

A major system of innate immunity

and one of the main effector mechanisms

of antibody-mediated immunity



The Complement System

A. Complement components

C. Regulatory proteins (soluble and membrane-associated)

Inert soluble proteins that upon activation exert enzymatic activity

whose the substrate is the next protein of the cascade

B. Complement receptors

Ligands of the CRs are the cleavage products and/or the protein complexes

produced during complement activation

Along with a series of physicochemical regulatory mechanisms, aim to:

• focus the complement activation on the surface of invading pathogens

• limit the deposition of complement on normal/homologous cells and tissues
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